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Violence in relationships
Child psychological maltreatment acts where parents or caregivers corrupts, exploit, ignores, assaults, threatens, rejects, degrades, berates, or terrorizes a child on repeated occasions (Brassard et al., 2020). These acts may cause cognitive, social, and emotional torture to the child, and thus the child may feel unloved and unwanted in the family. In addition, the effects of the psychological maltreatment may affect the child's later development and thus affecting the future life of the child. 
The Machnick family engaged in child psychological maltreatment for their child who had developed negative behavior. Although they aimed at reverting their son's behavior, they used threats, belittled and corrupted the boy to ensure the boy changed his behavior. The acts of the family to prevent the boy from accessing the house from as early as 4.00 am, the acts of placing dog dropping in the boy's backpack as he went to school, taking his nude photographs, and forcing the boy to sleep in the backyard and sleeping on dog mat where inhuman acts and thus caused psychological torture of the boy. This might have caused the boy to steal from shops and from his parents for his upkeep and thus resulted in more punishment. In addition, the family committed sexual and emotional abuse of the boy. The boy's nude pictures to threaten him were sexual abuse, while those other acts were emotional abuse. 
The law enforcement officials and CPS use the family assessment response (FAR) to determine if child abuse has occurred. This involves determining if the reported case is serious to be handled. 
To prevent child abuse, interventions like parent education classes mentoring programs, and respite care have been introduced. In addition, afterschool activities have been used to keep the children safe and free from harm. Also, the government has devised ways of reporting child abuse in the community to ensure the safety of the children. 
Child neglect involves failure to provide adequate food, shelter, clothing, supervision, or treatment to a child. This may cause physical harm to the child. Child psychological maltreatment involves the cognitive, social, and emotional torture of a child. Psychological maltreatment does not result in physical injury but mental problems.
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